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NOTABLE SEASON OF METROPOLITAN OPERA EN

Five Novelties Presented by Mr. Gatti-
Casazza in the Season of Twenty-
three Weeks

(CONCERTS OF THE WEEK )|

|
SUNDAY—Opers concert, Metropol- | |
{tan Opera House, 8:15 P. M.
MONDAY —Greta  Torpadle,
prano, Rumford Hall, 3 P. M.
WEDNESDAY—Mme. Esperan:za
Garrigue's benefit concert tendered
to Enrico Alessandro, tenor, Wal.
dorf-Astoria, 3 P. M.
Concert of The Kriens Symphony
Club, Acolian Hall, 8:15 P. M.
THURSDAY—AIlberto Bachmann, vio-
linist, and Erno Rapee, planist,
joint recital, Rumford Hall, 8:1§

L P. M. j

#0-

By W. J. HENDERSON.

HE eeason of opera at the Metro-
politan Opera House came to
fts conclusion last evening. The
series of performances began on

November 17 with Ponchielli's “la
Gioconda” and lasted twenty-three
weeks. This was the length of the'

previous season. Possibly the endurlnco‘
of the public Interest in the operatic
representations for that period might'
be made at this moment the subject of
much congratulatory comment, but there
are other more lmportant toplca to be
discussed |
Suffice It to note that only a few|
wears have elapsed since the seasons of |
opera were six or eight weeks shorter, |
and even then not always sure of profit. |
That we have reached conditions In|
which twenty-three weeks can be given,
and that too without pecuniary loss
in a period of great business depression,
is something demanaing a record. Not |
& small share of the honor must go to,
Mr. Gatti-Casazza for his extremely
akilful use of his forces In attracting
the patronage of the public
In this season of twenty-three weeke
the regular subscription performances
. from the beginning to the end numbered |
#ix & week, or 138 In all. The serles of |
fourteen Saturday evenings brought the|
number of offerings to subscribers up to|
 162. All the other representations were |
extra ones, for which there were no
eubscriptions. A very few In the early
part of the season were for benefits,
but the rest were cunningly distributed|
in the Intervals between reguiar per-
formances in such a way as to draw to
the theatre thousands of persons who
Bad no opportunity to enter It at other
times,

Many of thess pertformances were |
matinees, which gave vieitors from near
by cities and towns chances to hear!
operatic music and noted singers. These |
matinees were (nvariably well attended !
and In some Instances crowded to the
capacity of the house, The customary |
performances of “Parsifal” and the one|
complete presentation of “Der Ring des
Nlbelungen” were also matinees, but|
these appealed to a class of music lovers
not associated In any way with the
eager attendants at the afternoon
treats provided by Miss Farrar ;nd‘
others.

The subjoined table showing the ac-|
tivities of the company's entire season,
not only In New York but elsewhere, s
instructive In several ways The At-
lanta performances have not yet taken
place, but there is every reason to sup-
pose ‘hu the operas named will he pre-
sented, even If lllness should compe! any
change of cast. A study of the reper-
toire will serve to convinee any open
minded person that the Metropolitan
Opera House provides a most liberal list
of delights for its patrona.
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18 includes Afimen double bille and two bene
rformances In each of which lour ecte
o} xiaﬂeren! operas were presented
The double hilla were ;
“Mudeleine'’ and "'Don Pasquale’ i
“Cavalleria Rusticana' and 'Paglinost’
“Haensel und Gretel” and "Pagliaoat”
“L'Amore Medico” wand 11 Segreto & Suz
anna'
“L'Amore Medico" and “"Madelgine™ ... .
“"Madelaine” and "Paghsod™. . ...
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OPERAS TN BROOKLYN

“La Boheme " “Faus ' ‘Les Contes 4'Toft
mann™ “La Traviata" “Tannhauser " '"Koe.
nlgaidnder.” “Madeleine” ““and " Paglinee,
“Der Rosenkavalier,'” “Alda™ "Tosca " " Lah
engrin®  “La  hhoronda ‘Tie Walkuere ™
“Orfen” Fourteen performances 0 which
fifteen different operap were nresented  onp
performance being & double bl ““Madeleine
and “Paglineed

OPERAS IN PHILADELPHIA

“Alds." ‘Madams Butterfly ' “Tannhauser *
‘La  Boheme " ietan  und lsolde ™
) ¢ Flute " "Tosca " "PI“II&!" and
leine.” “"Boris Godunaft ' Nine performa:
in which ten different operas were [reser
one of which was 8 double bill, “"Paghiae
and “"Madeleins

OPERAS IN ATLANTA

“Manon' "1l Trovatore " “‘Der Rosenkava-
Her.” “Un BRalle in Masehearas ** “Madama Bul
terfly * “‘Lohengmin' “Cavallaria Kustieana®
and “‘Paglinoci'" Seven performamces. ihis in
cludes one donbla bill, “Cavalleria Kusticana'
and “Paglaca *

OPERA IN ALBANY

“Tosca "

Number of performances given by the enm.
Any during 1ta twenty four weeks season
1013984 including twenty three concerta 0%

It will ha seen that Puceinl wtill leads
th popularity with a record of thirty-
ane performances of Ave operas, while
AVagner had thirty-six performances of
L.l operas. Hut jJustice to the great
German demands that we take cogni-
dance of Lhe drawirg power of Mr.
Caruso and Mlss Farrar In the works
of Puccinl. It Is also the magic of
Caruros name that brings up lLeon-
cavallo's tolal to nine,

There s no Wagner singer in the
Metropolitan forces capable of stirring
up &0 much publie excltement a8 the
fdolized tenor  There were seventy-four

performances of sixteen [alian operas

and sixty-one performances of thirteen |
This gives perhaps a |
clearer view of the position of Dullan |

German works

| tiona.

season. QGluck's “Orfeo ed FEuridice” ia
printed In the Italian column In the
table for convenlence, but the work wus

| written by an Austrian and acquired
| ity claseic standing in France. Mous-

sorguky’'s “Boris Godunov” was also
paced In the [tallan column, merely
because It was sung In Italian. These
two are omitled from the summary just |
given,

The season brought forth five novel- |
ties, all of which were afforded several '
opportunities to court public favor. Four |
of the five had success and three ac-
quired popularity of no questionable |
chatucter, Without doubt the greatest !
success was gained by Montemeszl's
tragic opera, “L’Amore de! Tre Re,” and
it 1s safe to say that the work wouid
have been heard oftener had it beenl
possible to give It further represemta-
It was heard by five subscrip-
tion audiences and there was a strong
demand for more of it, but Mr. Ferrari-
Fontana, who sang the tenor role, was |
compelled to return to Europe to fule
fil his contracts and there was no sub- |
stitute. |

The other novelties which aroused a
considerable measure of public Interest
were Strauss’'s “Der Rosenkavalier,” |
Charpentler's “Jullen” and Wolf-Fer-
rarl's “L'Amore Medico.” The singu-|
lar creation of the French composer
naturally had a succeas based partly on |
curiosity and largely on the fact that
Mr. Caruso and Miss Farrar were to be |
heard together In it performance. The
strangenesa of their roles, thelr removal
from the familiar style assoclated with
the artists, militated against the popu- |
larity of the opera, but could not en-
tirely destroy it. Perhaps few realized
the Importance of the undertaking for
Mr. Caruso, nor did all appreciate the

,fine devotion and genuine artistic sin-

cerity which the tenor brought to a
role quite out of his line. That he was |
willing in the beginning to attempt the
part showed a high sense of his obliga-
tion to his eminent position.

The success of “Der Rosenkivaller” 1s/
easy enoug™ to understand. A pre-
tentious and uncertain piece of art, this
opera contalns many of the elements of |
popularity. It has much rhythmic
music. It has delightful stage pictures,
it has palpable comedy, which the
dullest mind can grasp. And It brought |
to the Metropolitan stage two of the
most admirable Impersonations which
have ever enriched It

Mme. Margarete Ober, who had already
disclosed herself to this public as a
singer of large qualities, rose to unex-
pected levels of delicate and captivating
comedy In this work, while Mme. Hem-
pel astonished ever her fervent admirers
by her exquisite singing of the music
and her firmly drawn delineation of a
character possessing elusive emotional
and paychological traita,

It le perfectly safe to say that *Der
Rosenkavalier” will be heard several
timea next season. The same thing |
may be predicted In regard to “Jullen.”!
while it Is certa!n that “L'Amore del
Tre Re" will be heard early and often.
No opera In recent years has made such
a4 swift, sure and strong Impression as
this admirable creation of the young
Itallan. It Is a significant fact that
Boston for once agreed with New York.
Tre Boston critics halled the work with
enthusiasm Ilke that which was made |
known In the dally papers here after
the first performance. and the public
seized the lyric tragedy with an eager-
ness quite as great as that of New
York.

It !s unnecessary to discuss the apera
agaln at this time. We may, therefore,
turn to the Wolf-Ferrarl opera buffa,
which was the last novelty of the
season. Because of the slenderness of |
the story and the want of famous
singers In the cast It was feared by the
profeasional commentators that the
work would not recelve as muoh favor
as it deaerved. but that gsound old Jury.‘

the New York public, returned a true

 verdict. The opera was accepted at its

face value. It attracted Increasing
andiences and It would undoubtedly |
have been performed more frequently |
had not the end of the season been at |
hand. |

Victor Herbert's one act operetta

| tistic things and

Jeanne Jomelll,
Soloist Beethoven Festival. |

“Madeleine” was kindly treated by the
public and its success is reported to
have gratified the composer very
greatly. Bo on the whole the produce
tion of noveltles in the past season
scems to have resulted in a general dis-
semination of happinesas. It aiso served
to show that the present Impresario of
the house Is a man of keen judgment |n
the wselection of operas, as he has
already shown himself to be In that of |
singers.

Changea in the personnel of the com-
pany are to be made before the begin- |
ning of the next season, and the an-

nouncement of some of these has
Eiven rise to comments neither
winse nor SUKEestive, There 7 ]
too much eagerness to direct the

manager of the theatre in his line of |
procedure, without regard for the indis-
putable fact that he has come success-
fully through several seasons 'ithoutl
assistance from amateur Impresarios, |
8ingers have come and gone, conductors
have been changed, slage manaxers
have been sent away and others brought
and the house continues to achieve ar-
to command the re-
spect of serlous eritics and the support
of the publie.

Furthermore a large number of ap-
parently Important eonclusions are
drawn from the records of each season,
Reading the summaries one wou!d sup-
poee that the Metrapolitan Opers House
was rapidly approaching the dogs and
that its descent to ruin might bhe dis-

| cerned by the most Inexperienced eye.

But neverthe ess {L goes on season afler
season and offers new productions to hs
quickly and warmly praised by the
same pens which In the apring wagged
solemn warnings to the natlons,

No one |8 more keenly aware than
@Mullo Gartl-Casazza of the fact thm!
the house cannot provide lyric enter-
tainment of the type which gilorified It

Julia Cu p,
Soloist Beethoven Festival.

Above—Johanna

Gadski

Isolde closing the season.
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called, Knows wall

own country, and would

as

Mr. Gatt!l, as he is
the classies of his
ke to revive

them. but he confesses that he cannot

find singers for them.
he eannnt transform

He reanlizes that
“"Faust"
“Romeo et Jullette” Into sensations, as,

and

———
—ee

Christine Miller,
Soloist Beethoven Festival.

| Maurice Grau did, for the sufficlent rea-
son Lhat casts such as those of the Grau
lru'ime are not now to be had
Bince, then, this s the state of op-
eratic affairs, the Impresario ouzht to
| recelve warm pralse for bringing before
this public works of the contempora-
| neous Italian achool. works of such rich
and stirring merit ax Lo Donne Curfose,”
|11 Segreto 4! Suzanna’
Medico " and “L'Amore del Tre Re" He
deserves commendation for giving us an
iopportunlty to see and hear Charpen-
tier's dream fugue He ought to
| thanked for providing certain American
| composers with hearings
' 1In short the prestige of the
opera house of tha world pears to b
. In no Immediate danger. The statem @
pubiished in the course of (he sea
that Arture Toscaninl would not renew
his contract should also be acceptod
I'lth equanimity. Let us all hope that
Mr. Toscanini will change his mind, for
he |s & very great conductor and hils {n-
fluence I8 Invaluable In the opera houce
But If he decides to leave us we sxho'l
do we!ll to walt patiently for a time 1
| we wee what Mr. Gatt!-Casazza wiil o
| about (t.

METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE

The twenty-third and last Eun-
day night concert at the Metropolitan
Opera House wil! take place this eve.
ning. Clara Butt, contralto, Olive
Fremstad, Frieda Hempe! and Pau Alt-
house will sing. Harold Craxton will
be the accompanist. The programme
in full will be as follows:

Aria, “Clel’ @ Mar' from La Gincanda

e

leading

Pau! Althoure Ponchie 't
Aria from Bonnambula 1] ni
Frieda Hempel
Habaners from Carmen Biret
Mme Ol ve Frematad
ia) Rend'|l serene (Somarme Hande!
(b Lusinghe plu care (Aessandro) . .Handel
me Clara Butt

Tuterminsion

COMPREHENSIVE plan to ex-
tend popular opera. such as has
proved so successful at the Cen-
tury Opera House, all over the
United Stutes has been completed under
the direction of Edward Kellogg Baird,
president of the Century Opera Com-

pany Mr. Balrd, who described this
plan at the meeting of the Women's
Press Club at the Waldorf vesterday,

told THE SBus the detalls of the project
In an interview given below,

“Opera for the people has proved so
successful In New York at the Century
Opera House that I think It proper to
Zive other American citles a chance to
ke how they like It,” Mr. Balrd said,
“When | was organizging the movement

for popular opera In New York | had
In mind if the season at the Century
Opera House proved a success that

plune ehould be made for lts extension

to other citl's. Therefore last October,
when the Century was opened and
proved such & howling suceess [ com-

menced Lo work out plans for {ts exten-
slon to other cities, Since then 1 have
heen gradunlly developing these plans
and have purposely withheld any public

announcement of them until the Cen-
tury =eason closed

“Now that we have completed our
first New York season and can look

back upon it a8 a who'e, | think we can
gay that popular opira—which means
opera In English—18 here to stav, and
If 1t has been u success In New York it
should be a success In other clties,

“Plans for the next season at the
Cantury Opera House (nvolve s veral
Important hetterments, which 1 will he
#lad to ontline to the readers of Tuk
A, bur Arst 1 wish to explain the
method to gecure popular opera through-
out the country.

“My idra was that the movement for
countrywide grand opera wou'!d best he
fortered hy the clty elubs of the various
¢ltiex, Just as the movement was started
hy the City Club In New York. Accord-
Ingly 1 =ubmitted the following plan
and letter to the Clty cluba of Chlcagn,
Philad« Iphia and Boston:

HENTLEMEN: In April, 1813, the com-
mittee on popular opera of the City Cluh
of New York announced a plan apan |
which the committes had bean at work for |
some months for the production of opern
for the people

“Following the announcement of the |
nlan generous support of the press ana |
‘he public enabled the committee to or-

and Germar nperss io the u'"”#““‘uiianuo and secure subscriptions for $100,.

Aowho was ¢

000 of the stock of the Century Opera | offered in Boston, Philadelphia and Chi- | #anization to open it
| cago and possibly (n other gities seek-

Company

“The latter eompany commencad Its
season wt the New Theatre (renamed the
Century Opera House) on the 1ith of last
September, and 18 now in ils twenly-
seventh week  The attendiance has been
over 300,000, at prices raunging from 20
cents to §2

“The enterpriss has been a great guec-
cess and plans for next season nelude
the enlargement of the scaling capacily
of the house by over 40 per cent

“The opera company has recelved so
mAany reguests that the plan be extendad
(o other cities that the matter has been
lald before this committes for the purposs
of ascertaining whether the plana [o;
extenslon might not best be worked out
through the cooperation of the ity Clubs
In Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago re-
spectively |

“In starting our movement hers we
first went to the directors of the Metro
politan Opera Compuany and  obtained

Lrom them subscriptions for over bu pei
cent, of the stock The bulance was
obtalned by popular subscription Th
encloged circulurs will show the manner
in which the plan was worked

“I am therefore enclosing o deaft of |
tentative plans which have been pre-
pared by the commitiee and respectfully
ask If It is within the province of your
organizgution to cooperals ln & movement
of this kind

“Now the Century Opera Company
was formed to produce opera at popi-
lar prices snd in English In New York
clty” Mr Haird continued. *Natnrally
any attempt to send the company out- |
slde of Now York or to curtail the New
York season for the bhenefit of o'her
citles wou'd probably meet with ob-
Jeetlon from the stockholders and sub-

seribers,  Thercfore It 18 proposed to
OTgunize & meparate company to be
known as the Century Grand Opera

Company, and it s this company which
will emdeavor to meet the demand of
Philadeiphia, Boston, Chicago and other
cities for a seagon of popu'ar opera.

“The Century Grand Opera Company
will be in a position to take over the !
singers -principals, chorus, &c.--of the
Century Opera Company at the close of
the New York season. The singers will
go from one payroll to another

“It Is proposed to organixe the new
Century Grand Opern Company with
A capltal stock of §100,000, of which b
per cent will he placed 'n New York |
among  those now Interested In the
Century Opera Company. The remain-
ing 46

ing to come Into the opera elrcult.

‘We have
erallon in this
bury of Philade!phia,
Hoston and  Messre
Shafer of Chlcaro,
are the ‘godiathers’
clitien

“It is also proposed
mittea on popular

hopea of obtalning
plan from E

coop-

T. Stotes-
Fben Jordan of
McCormack and
These gentlemen
of musie 1o those

that the com-
opera of the City

Club of New York couperate with the
city clubs of various citles in backing
a movement for popular opera and In-

viting public

subsceriptions in & manner

similar to that followed with such suc-

Pres. Baird Explains Plan to Extend Popular Grand Opera to \

I hope so
Louis has no opers eompany pow 1ta
. new opera house !s purely a venture,
for 1 has had only short seasons of the
Chicago-Philadelphla company wh!
'ullled with the Metropolitan Opera
New York

“The fact is, popular opera hns never
had a half decent chance In many Amet
lcan efties. Aad In most of them, espe-
clally such places ns St Louis, Cinein
nati and Mlilweukee, there 1# & fairly
large musiec and opera loving publle,
Just as constant A quantity as the music
|loving publle of any German city. There
are moreaver In nearly every American
elty of 250,000 or over two or three men

cess by the City Club of New York. whose love of music & ®0 greatl as to
“We want to open the campalgn to  Make them willing to hack fnanciaily
raise & subscription for popu'ar opers ANy Wworthy and artstic musical en-
seasonE 0 wll these clties simulta- | terprise
neously. M™ans are well advanced, and | “In America we have nom, 1 fesr
his  simultuncous campalgn  will be | reached the point where our politicinna
started in about ten citiea throughout | Will grant subsidles for opera but m
the United Btates before June 1 this | ldea I8 that thers are enouxh public

year,

“As# to the control of the new Century

Grand Opera Company, the plan s this:

The board of directors 1s to consist of
Philadelphia
members
One of the members from each
city ls to be a person nominated by the
governing body of the City Club of

fifteen members,
and Chleago
ench

Boston,
naming

that eity

“The three directors in each clty are
to form the executive committee of the
opera compuny for thelr city. They are
o act In an advisory capacity to the
exccutive cominittee of

chief
which will contro!
company from New York.

“The arrangements for seasona, reper- |
ara 1o be under the control of

tory, &

three

weven,

the affalrs of the

the general manugers of the company,
With the sanction of the directors.

“This urrungement as outlined above
| was presented to the City clubs of ten
Balrd explained, “and has

cities' Mrp

met with enthusiastic approval and sup-

port from all of them

Besides Boston,

Philadelphia and Chicago, the munlel-

palitles having City

promised to ecooperate with

plan are Bt Louls
natl, Baltimaore, St
and Milwaukee

"8t
dollar opera house and

the

clubs which have,
us in this
Cleveland,
Paul, Kunsag Clty

Cingin-

Lonia |18 now bullding a millton

Century

per cent. of the astock will be | Grand Opera Company may be the or-

| spirited music loving persons to step in
and take the place of the German Sinie
or municipal subsidy by & subscrintion
to meet possible defichis The waord
‘defleit’ Is usunlly coupled with anera
and In studying the German svstem |
found that about 80 per cent. of 1he ox-
penses were taken care of by the re-
celpts and the other 20 per cent. had to
be met by public or private generosity
I belleve that percentage might obtain
tn smaller American citles [ do not be-
Heve the deficit would be larg r and |
think 1t would In some cases he loss

where we undertake to produce opora
for the people a small nuclens of men
| who, as music lovers and public Epir-
ited citizena, will back our eforts Anan.
clally. And with them a8 & nucleus we
want to durn directly to the musical
public of ench eity, appeallng to !t for
Ity hearty support,

“It 18 not much we are going tn ask
of the music lovers. We want & gunr-
antes of a stock subscription of $15 000
from each eity that Joinm In the maove.
ment, This subscription is not to he for
A #Ingle year or season, but 18 to be a
permanent endowment

“And the deficits for $2 opern are
nothing ke what they are for the §i
kind.  Why, our deficit at the Century
was only about $8.700 for thes Arst
twenty weeks. And this was after §22,-
000, spent before the first curtaln had

| 8 the modern operns

| Instend of Ma ne as formerly.

"1 Amore |

Bt.1 been paid off

"We hope then to find In ench elty |

Concerts--- Recitals---Notes of Music

Events---Last

s
-
Corncert
Bonge: -
(a) HBefore the Dawn" Chadwiek
by In After Dayw o
fe) Lamp of Love Haltar

Pau! Althouse
| Beandinavian Fo k. Songs Helected
Mme. Qilve Fremstad
| Purlan Waltz Arditd
Frisda Hempel
(ay Der Wanderer &chubert
(b)) Creatlon's Hymn Heethoven |

Ciars Rutt

Mine,

THE ZUR0 OPERA COMPANY.

Louls Zuro announces that, beginning |

May 3,<he will inaugurate a season of
grand opera In Itallan at the Grand
Street Theatre.

The theatre has been leased by Mr.
Zuro for eight wecks and a company
of well known mingers will appear in a
repertoire that includes the old as well
Among the re-
viva.s will be the “"Huguenots™ and "La
Julve” The newer school will be repre-
sented by “Tha!s,” “Bamson et Dallin®
&c. Ome of the early productions will
be “The Tales of Hofmann." The reper-
toire will further include “Alda™
vFaust,” “Carmen,” “Glocondn,” “Otello,”
“Lucia,” “Cavalleria,’ "Magiiacel,” “Bar-
ber of Seville” and othors,

MUSIC TEACHERS AND PUPILS.

The final students’ recital of the sea-
son by the punls of M ass Jessia (i, Fin
ner, whose studios are at 15 W .t Tnlrve
1xth street. will be given In Joersey Ct:
at her hom+s on May 7 by her class o
that eity. Miss Fenner will cont nue he

sual summer class eginhir Jun 5
tut owing 10 @ m» necessary cha

Adir

clasa th.s ]

gt
ndacks

On Monday, April 20, Diecle Howae'l
Henrietta Turrel, al'o. R 1

| gopreno \
teele, tenor, and A H. Chambe lain
baes pupils of the Theodore | Yory
Studio, 21 West Thirtv-elghth atree’, New
Yok, sang lehmans “In @ Pessia
Garder before t} M « of Mou
"Yernon, N. Y. with Genevieve Maroney
at the plano
Adriann  Arinn he aminent pla
forte virtucan of Rome, Tta'ly, w mk
hin only New Yorl /i srance this
egeamon on Widnesday April t 3
| P. M. at a benefit conecert to be given
at the Waldorf-Astoria The (
the concert |8 to ralse funds to g ve F
r Aleass ¥ l .
Esperanze Garrieu one mor- year «

preparatory stuly for grand opera

CONCERTS, RECITALS,
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